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LITERARY CRITICISM

Questions to consider in Formalist Criticism

1. How do various elements of the work (plot, character, point of view) create and reinforce its meanings?
2. How are the elements related to the whole?
3. What is the work’s major organizing principle?
4. What issues are raised by the work? How does the work’s structure resolve those issues?


Questions to consider in Marxist criticism
1. How are class differences presented in the work? Are the characters aware or unaware of the economic and social forces that affect their lives?
2. How do economic conditions determine the characters’ lives?
3. What ideological values are explicit or implicit?
4. Does the work explicitly embrace or reject socialism?
5. Does the work criticize class structure?


Questions to Consider in Feminist Criticism

1. How are women’s lives portrayed in the work? Do the women accept or reject these roles?
2. Are the form and content of the work influenced by the author’s gender?
3. What are the relationships between men and women? Are these relationships sources of conflict? Do they provide resolution to conflicts?
Questions to Consider in Cultural and Historical Criticism
1. How does the work reflect the period in which it was created?
2. How does the work reflect the period it represents?
3. What literary or historical influences helped to shape the form and content of the work?
4. How important is the historical context (both the work and your own) to interpreting the work?

Questions to Consider in Psychological Criticism

1. How does the work reflect the author’s personal psychology?
2. What do the character’s emotions and behavior reveal about their
 psychological states? What types of personalities are they?
3. Does the author present psychological matters such as repression, dreams, and desire, either consciously or unconsciously?
Questions to Consider in Reader Response Criticism

1. How do you respond to the work?
2. How do your experiences and expectations affect your reading and interpretation?
3. Who is the work’s intended audience? To what extent are you similar or dissimilar to that audience?

Questions to Consider in Ecological Criticism 

1. How do the environmental/ecological conditions within the setting of the work affect the language, mood, tone, and theme?
2. How does the use of the word "nature" in the work reflect the current scientific beliefs of the time and how does that affect the characters, plot, themes?
3. How does the relationship between man/woman and his/her environment—economically, agriculturally, botanically, socially—affect the characters, language, theme, plot, and tone? i.e. do the characters have to hunt and gather, farm, trade, live in city, country?
4. How do plants, animals, and their conditions in the environment affect the character's livelihood, the plot, the author's tone, the moods, the theme? 

Questions to consider in Queer Theory 
1. How do the cultural feelings about sex affect the characters, plot, and themes?
2. How does sexual identity affect the characters? How do they deal with others and their own sexual deviance or breaking of social norms?
3. How does homosexuality or bisexuality play a role in the characters' lives, the tone, mood, theme, and plot of the work?
4. What role does sexuality play in the work? How does it affect the use of language? Does it represent love and beauty or marriage and reproduction?
5. How does religion affect the tendencies of the characters to express or not express themselves sexually?
6. How does the work represent sex and sexuality? Does it use sexuality to define "others"? Does discussion of sex in the work hinder or help feminism? Does it hurt or help racism, discrimination in general, and civil rights? What is the connection between sexuality, race, gender, and social class in the work(s)?

