Auten (ENG 110) 1

Project 1: Essay on a Debated Topic 

Purposes:

· To provide an introduction to styles of argument. Almost all types of writing are trying to make an argument, although it is not always explicit.

· To encourage critical thinking about all issues, especially those that concern us and our world.

· To allow the student to consider multiple perspectives on an issue on which he or she has a strong opinion.

Audience:

Your instructor/a group of your peers with common knowledge of your topic.

Assignment:
Choosing a Topic
Your first step is to choose a topic on which you have a strong opinion. This does not mean it has to be a highly controversial topic, such as abortion or the death penalty. The topic can be anything as long as it is discussed in scholarly literature and as long as there is a debate about it. You should make sure that your topic is specific and narrow in focus. For example, you would not be able to argue that Barack Obama would be the best president in only a few pages. While you want a topic narrow enough to be able to cover in the page limit, you should also try to pick something theoretical enough to be argued without specific background evidence. For example, in order to argue that John McCain’s healthcare plan is best, you would need to know quite a bit about his and his opponent’s healthcare plan. Instead, you could successfully argue that universal healthcare would hurt America because that amount of government power infringes on individual liberties.

Research
Your job will be to find a scholarly article debating the side of the argument that you do not agree with. For example, if you believe that car emissions help cause global warming, you would need to find an article that argues that emissions are not causing global warming.

Writing
Almost every text you see or read has an argument. Learning how to craft a logical and convincing argument is one of the most important lessons in writing. Your assignment is to briefly and accurately summarize the opposing opinion, analyze it, and argue against it. You will pick one point in the article that you thought was particularly convincing and explain why. Then you will explain why you still disagree with it (or why it made you change your mind). Although you will be arguing in this assignment, you should disagree with the opposing author in a respectful manner.

You may use additional outside research to bolster your argument, but it is not required.

Helpful Readings to Review
Norton Field Guide: “Arguing a Position”—pp. 82 (Intro) and 93-106; “Finding Sources”—pp.341-350; “Evaluating Sources”—pp. 354-357; “Quoting, Paraphrasing, and Summarizing”—pp.358-369

Technical Considerations

Length: 4 – 5 pages (double-spaced)
Documentation: MLA format

Weight: 15%

Due Date for First Draft: February 25
Due Date for Final Draft: March 4
