ENG 110 (Auten)


Project 3: Close Reading and Interpretation of a Text

Purposes: 

~~To demonstrate your ability to “read closely”

~~To demonstrate your ability to formulate a thesis statement 
(or a claim) in the humanities 

~~To demonstrate your ability to construct reasonable interpretations based on a close reading of a text

~~To demonstrate your understanding of basic theoretical models for humanistic inquiry

Audience:     
~~Your audience for this project is a group of fellow students and your professor, who are interested in your interpretation of a text with which they are familiar.
Citation Style: 
 ~~MLA Style

First Draft Due: 
April 28 (F1); April 29 (N)
Final Draft Due: 
May 5 (F1); May 6 (N)
Length: 

4-6 pp.
Weight: 

15% of final grade
Assignment:

Humanistic inquiry relies on interpretation, on reading the world as a text that offers a multiplicity of meaning, in order to make meaning.  Interpretation, we have further learned, is a complicated endeavor that requires the ability to read texts closely. These readings, or interpretations, always reflect particular theories or philosophies themselves that reflect the values (personal, political, and otherwise) of the interpreter.

You will complete a close reading of one of the following works (or an approved text of your choice):

· Herman Melville’s “Bartleby, the Scrivener” [http://www.bartleby.com/129/]

· Nathaniel Hawthorne’s “The Birthmark” [http://etext.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/HawBirt.html]

· Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s “The Yellow Wallpaper” [http://etext.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/GilYell.html]

· Franz Kafka’s “The Judgment”

[http://records.viu.ca/~Johnstoi/kafka/judgment.htm]

· Kate Chopin’s ''The Story of an Hour''
[http://www.vcu.edu/engweb/webtexts/hour/]
· D. H. Lawrence’s “The Rocking-Horse Winner”

[http://www.classicshorts.com/stories/rockwinr.html]
· Anton Chekhov’s “The Lady with the Dog” 

[http://www.online-literature.com/anton_chekhov/1297/]
· Flannery O’Connor’s “A Good Man is Hard to Find” 

[http://pegasus.cc.ucf.edu/~surette/goodman.html] 

· Ernest Hemingway’s “A Clean, Well-Lighted Place”

[http://www.idst.vt.edu/modernworld/d/hemingway.html]
· Irwin Shaw’s “The Girls in Their Summer Dresses”

[http://www.americanliterature.com/Shaw/SS/TheGirlsinTheirSummerDresses.html]
· Angela Carter’s “The Bloody Chamber”

[http://www.angelfire.com/crazy4/lesadoreyl/carter_bloody_chamber.html]
As a model for reading closely, follow the procedures we’ve practiced in class.  Pay attention to each word, phrase, image, and sound as a unit of meaning. As you read/view the text and make notes, also consider the ways you are interacting with the text:  what kinds of questions are you asking of the text?  For instance, are you looking at its formal elements—symbol, metaphor, imagery, tone, diction, structure?  Are you considering authorial intent?  Are you considering the historical and cultural context of the story? What kinds of emotions and what other ideas does the story evoke in you?  The questions you ask of the text point to the kind of interpretation you will ultimately offer to your reader.

Once your close reading is complete, you will formulate a thesis about the text that reflects one of the theoretical models for interpretation discussed in class. You can provide an interpretation of the symbols in the text based on the text and no outside information (such as historical background or theoretical frames); you can interpret the text based on feminist principles; you can interpret the text based on Marxist theory; you can interpret the text based on historical and cultural background; or you can provide a psychoanalytic reading of the text.  The particular theoretical frame you employ for “reading” the literary text will ultimately establish the structure and organization of your paper.  Your interpretation, based on your close reading and guided by your thesis statement, should be about 4-6 pages in length. Employ plentiful and specific textual evidence throughout your interpretation as support.
Helpful Resources 
· Norton Field Guide, pgs. 39-59 “Analyzing a Text” & pgs. 137-146 “Literary Analyses”
· Explication of a Text handout 
· Literary Criticism handout

· Literary Terms for English website: http://www.leasttern.com/LitTerms/literary_terms.htm
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