Project 2: Experience-Based Theory Critique

Note: This sample does not use the survey method, but includes both personal experience and observation equally.
Sample Body Paragraph 

           Allport’s contention that a person’s beliefs can be changed without having to convert the entire in-group is well supported by both observation and my own personal experience. Allport expands on his definition of in-groups by referencing the Group Norm Theory of Prejudice, which claims that in order to effect change within a group, the whole group must be either reeducated or reformed (181).  He disagrees with Sherif’s group-norm theory, citing the precedent of a “range of tolerable behavior” within in-groups to claim that prejudice is “ultimately a problem of [individual] personality formation and development,” not group identity (Allport 181).  Therefore, Allport believes in the power of the individual person to overcome prejudice no matter what the level of hatred his or her in-group might endorse.  While my own family has never been overtly prejudiced, throughout my childhood my father often articulated a very traditional, ultra-conservative Republican platform in response to current social issues.  When discussing the topic of student achievement in public schools, my father, following the party line, placed the blame with impoverished single parent minority households.  As a young child I had no reason to question this.  That all changed when I went to teach in an inner city public school.  After only a few weeks, I met some amazing students: bright, articulate, well-behaved—but Maria stood out from the pack.  She was the kind of student who would ask to redo a project if everything wasn’t completely perfect.  Imagine my shock when I learned the truth about Maria’s personal life:  she lived in one of the worst neighborhoods in our part of Raleigh.  Maria rushed home each day to care for her six younger brothers and sisters. Her father was long gone, and Maria didn’t have grandparents or extended family nearby.  Maria’s family survived on food stamps, faith and the incredible power of her mother, who inspired in each and every one of those children a love for education.  Sure, I had the occasional student who fit the stereotype my Dad held so closely to in his arguments, but I witnessed so many other students who constantly overcame tremendous odds to perform. Sherif’s group norm theory may suggest that individual attitudes can only be changed by changing the group’s norms, however, these students were shining examples of Allport’s claim that “each person is uniquely organized” (181). Furthermore, I also encountered students, given every advantage of money and culture, who still failed to achieve.  My individual beliefs about low-performing students were dramatically changed by my time as a public school teacher.   As a child, I never had any reason to question the beliefs of my family in-group; however, individual experience allowed me to remove this lingering stereotype (a stereotype which Allport might call “collectivistic”) from my set of personal beliefs (Allport 181).  This experience supports Allport’s contention that a person’s beliefs can be changed without having to convert the entire in-group. 
Note:

1. The body paragraph DOES summarize and provide a personal example/observation.

2. Personal example/observation evidence is clearly and logically articulated.

3. USE this assignment to work with voice and tone, but remember your audience expects  

some measure of formality and professionalism. Ethos and pathos may be important, but we know that logos is the biggest element in academic writing.

Remember proper argumentation:

1. Simplify your author's issue down to a reasonable and arguable claim.

2. Support, refute, or qualify that claim using strong, well-justified examples and evidence.

3. Remember you should try to use your 3 avenues of evidence (observation; personal experience; survey results) equally to support your claims.

