Craig A. Rimmerman: “Civic Indifference in Contemporary American Politics” (from The New Citizenship, 1997)
“. . . [M]any of the core values associated with the New Citizenship are also central to participatory democratic theory. These values include civic engagement, political equality, solidarity, trust, and tolerance for diverse views and people, and encouragement of civic organizations and associations. . . . The conception of citizenship that emerges is an active, engaged, and informed citizenry, one that embraces a positive conception of liberty” (Rimmerman, 1997, p. 263).
Claims/Points of Entry:

· Voter turnout (pp. 266-268)
· Individual and structural explanations for civic indifference (pp. 268-269)

· American youth & civic indifference: “Many studies . . . support the conclusion that young people are largely apathetic, uninterested, indifferent, and disengaged when it comes to politics” (274)

· “Me Generation” (pp. 275-276)

· College students’ activism (pp. 280-281)

· “America’s youth mirror and reinforce the political indifference of the larger society” (281)

· Elitism vs. Participatory Democracy (p. 279)
Possible Survey Questions:
1. Did you vote in the last election? If not, why not? If so, did you select a straight ticket? Why did you vote for X candidate?

2. Are you registered to vote? (Yes; No)
3. Do you find the voting process to be easy or difficult? Why?
4. Keeping up with political affairs is _________________________ to me. (Extremely important; Somewhat important; Not at all important)
5. How often do you discuss politics? (Frequently; From time to time; Hardly ever)
6. An individual can do little to change society. (Agree; Disagree; Not sure)
7. Are you more concerned with social (moral/ethical) issues or policy/governing issues? (Social issues; Policy issues; I am equally concerned with both; Not sure)
8. Which of the following best describes your primary avenue for gathering information on politics? (Internet; TV; Newspaper; Parents; Word of mouth; Other: ________________)

9. Has technology increased your political awareness? (Yes; No; Not sure)

10. What is your family’s level of political engagement? (Do you affiliate yourself with the same party as your parents?) (Very involved; Somewhat involved; Not at all involved)

11. Do you feel that political affairs are relevant to your life? (Yes; No; Somewhat; Not sure)

12. Do you believe that a lack of educational resources contributes to a decline in voter turnout? (Yes; No; Somewhat; Not sure)

