ENG 110 (Auten)

Writing Project 2: Experience-Based Theory Critique
In the INTRODUCTION:

· Introduce the issue and its importance. 
· Introduce the theoretician, the thesis of his article, and the part(s) of the theory you are examining in your essay. 
· Provide your thesis, which should indicate your level of satisfaction with the theory as an explanation for a behavior (total satisfaction, partial satisfaction, or total dissatisfaction with the explanation) and specify the reason for your position.
In the BODY:

· Take one idea/issue per paragraph. Overall, your paper should summarize the various points of Allport, Rimmerman, or Eberhardt’s argument under discussion, being careful to capture the debate and any other/different perspectives in the essay. *Topic sentences should state your point or your position about the author’s point rather than simply reiterating the theory.
*Concluding sentences should wrap up your ideas and provide a transition into the next paragraph.
· Apply the theory, overall thread and the sub-points related to it to specific observations, experience(s) from your life, etc., as well as any relevant survey results you have gathered; be sure to use the terminology and definitions that the theoretician uses. 
· Critique the theory in light of your own sources, including both places where you think the theory provides an adequate, useful, or otherwise positive explanation and places where you find the theory lacking. 
· As you develop your paper, keep in mind that, like the author you’re describing, you are presenting an argument, too. You’re making claims about what the author’s position is and how he has explained and defended it, and you’re also putting forth your own position or response based on your own evidence. It is true that not all of Allport/Rimmerman/Eberhardt’s text consists of major and direct claims; however, you should see, based on our discussion of argument in general, that his endorsements of theories, other theorists’ explanations, as well as other information presented as reasons, etc. all double as claim material. 

In the CONCLUSION:
· Briefly summarize your argument about where the theory works well and where you find it lacking (be specific).
· Suggest directions for research in order to test this theory more fully. 

· The conclusion is the place to summarize all of your major points and responses.  Use this space to evaluate the results of your analysis.  Did you find you mostly agreed with the author’s claims?  Or, did your own experiences counter the ideas discussed?
