Writing a Summary and Plan of Response for Project 1

Your summary should:

· Be true to what the original author says while at the same time emphasizing those aspects which specifically interest you, the writer

--
Try to inhabit the worldview of those whose conversation you 

are joining—and whom you are perhaps even disagreeing with—and try to see the argument from their perspective

3 most common and recognizable ways to respond:

1. Agree (Support)
· Even as you’re agreeing, it’s important to bring something new and fresh to the table, adding something that makes you a valuable participant in the conversation (e.g. point out some unnoticed evidence or line of reasoning that supports X’s claims that X himself hadn’t mentioned; cite some corroborating personal experience)

Templates for Agreeing:

· I agree that ______________ because my experience _________ confirms it.

· X is surely right about ___________ because, as she may not be aware, recent studies have shown ______________.

· X’s theory of _______________ is extremely useful because it sheds insight on the difficult problem of ______________.

· I agree that ______________, a point that needs emphasizing since so many people believe ______________.

2. Disagree (Refute)
· You need to do more than simply assert that you disagree with a particular view; you also have to offer persuasive reasons why you disagree: because another’s argument fails to take relevant factors into account; because it is based on faulty or incomplete evidence; because it rests on questionable assumptions; or because it uses flawed logic, is contradictory, or overlooks what you take to be the real issue

Templates for Disagreeing:

· I think X is mistaken because she overlooks ______________.

· X’s claim that ____________ rests upon the questionable assumption that ____________.

· I disagree with X’s view that __________ because, as recent research has shown, ___________.

· X contradicts herself/can’t have it both ways. On the one hand, she argues ___________. But on the other hand, she also says _____________.

· By focusing on ____________, X overlooks the deeper problem of _____________.

· X claims __________, but we don’t need him to tell us that. Anyone familiar with ___________ has long known that _________.

3. Agree and Disagree Simultaneously (Qualify)
Templates:

· Although I agree with X up to a point, I cannot accept his overall conclusion that ___________.

· Although I disagree with much that X says, I fully endorse his final conclusion that __________.

· Though I concede that __________, I still insist that ___________.
· Whereas X provides ample evidence that _________, research on __________ convinces me that __________ instead.
· My feelings on the issue are mixed. On the one hand, I agree that _________. On the other hand, I’m not sure if ___________.


***Whether you are agreeing, disagreeing, or both agreeing and disagreeing, you need to make your final position as clear as possible.
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