Project 1 Rubric (please print and include in your folder)  Name ______________________________

Rhetorical Purpose (30 points)
	Excellent
	Satisfactory
	Unsatisfactory

	The essay contains a strong and purposeful argument which briefly and fairly summarizes and then analyzes the opposing article’s opinion. The argument acknowledges the opposing author’s strongest argument and addresses it. The opposing article is appropriate and relevant for the paper and its argument. The essay effectively argues against the opposing article while retaining a respectful tone.
	Essay presents a summary and analysis of the opposing article.  A satisfactory essay will offer an argument against the article’s position, but the response will lack complexity.  The argument will attempt to address the author’s strongest point, but fail to effectively mount a counterargument.  A satisfactory essay is sensitive to the audience but might contain small missteps in tone/voice.
	Essay will lack either a clear summary of the opposing article and/or a well-articulated response.  The essay will fail to analyze or argue against the article’s position.  Argument will fail to successfully judge the audience and demonstrate errors in tone/voice.


	Excellent
	Satisfactory
	Unsatisfactory

	Essay has a well-organized argument which provides both an analysis of and conclusions about the issues you have chosen to discuss.  This argument is easy to follow—proceeding in a logical manner from a clear thesis.  Paragraphs contain strong topic and concluding sentences and develop fully around a focused idea.  The argument, the background of which is explained in the introduction, is summarized/directed by a clear thesis.  The conclusion synthesizes the argument’s results. 
	Essay contains an organized argument which analyzes the opposing article and responds appropriately; however, there may be moments when the argument fails to proceed in a logical manner.  While a satisfactory essay will form conclusions, these conclusions may not be consistent or logical given the argument.  A satisfactory essay will contain a clear introduction, thesis and conclusion, but these features will lack balance, containing too much, or too little, information.  
	Essay lacks a coherent organization.  Readers will be unable to arrive at a clear sense of the argument.  Necessary background information will be absent from the introduction, the thesis will be vague or implied and the conclusion will lack specificity.  




Logic and Argument (30 points)

Textual Evidence (30 points)
	Excellent
	Satisfactory
	Unsatisfactory

	Essay contains specific and detailed examples from the opposing article (brief summaries, paraphrases, direct quotes) which are appropriately persuasive and fair. Excellent essays find the right balance between summarizing and quoting the secondary source.  All evidence is correctly attributed to the relevant source.  
	Essay contains specific examples from the text (brief summaries, paraphrases, direct quotes) which are appropriate for the argument.  However, satisfactory essays will struggle with the right mix of quotation and summary.  While there may be minor problems with attribution, the satisfactory essay demonstrates proficiency with secondary sources.
	Essay lacks specific evidence from the secondary source.  This essay will feel very unbalanced and will either neglect quotation, or overuse outside quotes.   Unsatisfactory essays do not demonstrate the appropriate use of secondary source material.    


Formal and Stylistic Conventions (10 points)

	Excellent
	Satisfactory
	Unsatisfactory

	Author has mastered appropriate grammar, syntax and tone in an arresting and unique style.  This author has a voice.  Works cited page and parenthetical citations are correctly formatted.  The essay’s format shows attention to detail. 
	Author has some issues with grammar, syntax or tone, but this essay is “readable”—usage errors do not detract from the content of the essay.  Works cited page and parenthetical citations contain minor errors.  The essay’s format contains a few minor errors.
	The level of grammar, syntax or tonal errors makes this essay difficult or impossible to read.  Good ideas are getting lost!  Works cited page and parenthetical citations contain major errors.  The essay is improperly formatted. 


Comments/Final Grade
