1

Gordon Allport: “The Formation of In-Groups” (from The Nature of Prejudice, 1954)
Claims (Direct Quotes)
(“. . . [W]hat is familiar tends to become a value” (170)

· i.e. Religion

(“Until he is nine or ten he will not be able to understand just what his membership signifies. . . .” (171)

(“. . . [T]he familiar provides the indispensable basis of our existence” (171)

(“Scarcely anyone ever wants to be anybody else” (171)

(“In every society on earth the child is regarded as a member of his parents’ group” (172)

(“Since he cannot alter his family stock, its traditions, his nationality, or his native language, he does well to accept them” (172)
(“An American child is free to accept some of his parents’ memberships and to reject others” (173)

(“For some people—misogynists among them—the sex-grouping remains important throughout their lives” (174)

(“Although each individual has his own conception of in-groups important to himself, he is not unaffected by the temper of the times” (175)

(“. . . [I]n-group memberships are not permanently fixed” (176)

( “The minority group member is thus to some degree forced to make the dominant majority his reference group in respect to language, manners, morals, and law” (178)
(“It is easier to change group attitudes than individual attitudes” (180)

(“Prejudice is by no means exclusively a mass phenomenon” (181)
(“. . . [P]rejudice is ultimately a problem of personality formation and development; no two cases of prejudice are precisely the same” (181)

( “Hostility toward out-groups helps strengthen our sense of belonging, but it is not required” (182)

(“To be devoted to a large circle does not imply the destruction of one’s attachment to a smaller circle” (184)
(“Concentric loyalties take time to develop, and often, of course, they fail completely to do so” (185)
(“Most children never enlarge their sense of belonging beyond the ties of family, city, and nation” (186)
(“. . . [I]n-group memberships are vitally important to individual survival” (186)
***In Class: Using your personal observations and experience, write a paragraph in which you support or refute one of Allport’s claims. Use textual support when appropriate, and make sure to clearly state your position/argument in relation to the theory.

